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(54) ETCHING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an etching method 
by which upper layer aluminum based films can be etched in 
good shape, and lower layer silicon base films can be etched 
with good controllability, in the etching of a laminated 
structure constituted of the upper layer aluminum based 
films an the lower layer silicon based films. 
SOLUTION: This etching method of the laminated structure 
constituted of the upper layer aluminum based films and the 
lower layer silicon base films comprises a first process in 
which the upper layer aluminum based films (46, 47, 48) are 
etched by plasma of a process gas which includes a chlorine 
containing gas and a hydrogen containing gas, a second 
process to confirm stoppage or considerable slowing down 
of the etching in the first process appropriately, and a third 
process in which the lower layer silicon based films (44, 45) 
are etched by plasma of a process gas which includes a 
fluorine containing gas, being switched after confirming 
stoppage or considerable slowing down of the etching. 
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